
Features | 1  Continued on the next page 

robertleos.com 
©2009 by Robert H. Leos. October 2009, V. I, No. 1 

Donavan “Captain D” Lopez, Author

efore Texas A&I University in 

Kingsville, Texas became part of the 

ever-expanding Texas A&M Univer-

sity System, the athletic department was 

struggling to exist and the entire university 

was undergoing a serious examination of 

its athletic and academic goals and capa-

bilities. A decision was made to cancel the 

baseball and track programs, due to fund-

ing issues, creating serious concerns 

among those participating in athletics as 

well as for the fans who came out to sup-

port the teams.  

onavan Lopez’s book, The 

Compromise: The History of 

the Texas A&I University Los 

Paisanos Athletic Club, is an inside sto-

ry of Los Paisanos, the baseball team 

formed as part of a compromise between 

students rallying to resurrect the baseball 

and track teams and the university. The 

“compromise” allowed students to form a 

team that would receive some support of 

the university but would not be part of an 

athletic conference. If the team was suc-

cessful in garnering support among Texas 

A&I’s students and the community, the uni-

versity would seriously consider reinstat-

ing the track and baseball programs. Lopez 

tells the story of Los Paisanos from a play-

er’s perspective—he was there and on the 

team. Much of the story is based on oral 

history and recollections of the players and 

others involved in the team’s formation and 

experience in the trial year. The author’s 

love of the game comes through loud and 

clear. The story is heartfelt and sometimes 

hilarious. It tells the story of Los Paisanos 

and how the players felt knowing that the 

future of Texas A&I University’s baseball 

team quite likely depended on their success.  

I met Captain D in Kingsville, Texas. He 

agreed to discuss the book and his love of 

baseball for this inaugural issue of “Fea-

tures.”  
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ROBERT LEOS: Before we talk about 

“The Compromise,” tell me, who do 

you think will win this year’s World 

Series and why? 

CAPTAIN D: I want the Phillies to win the 
series, but I was informed that the Yankees 
were a sure bet. I am one who plays the 
odds and I am going with the Phillies al-
though I don't think they will get past the 
Dodgers. 

ROBERT LEOS: When did you get the 

idea to put the experiences of Los Pai-

sanos into a book? 

CAPTAIN D: I got the idea to write it after 
I wrote my thesis, Practice! Practice! 
Practice!: The History of the King 
Ranch Cowboys Semi-professional 
Baseball Team. It was an interesting sto-
ry and one that I felt should be told. The 
way I look at it, the fact that I also expe-
rienced it was a plus. 

ROBERT LEOS: In the introduction, 

you talk about baseball as an Ameri-

can institution. Did you incorporate 

these values into your teaching when 

you were a classroom teacher?  

CAPTAIN D: When I talk about baseball 
as an institution, I mean it literally. I al-
ways preached to my students that they 
had to give in order to receive. To be a 
great hitter one has to practice many hours 
a day, giving full effort above and beyond 
the afternoon practice, including strength 
and endurance conditioning, batting prac-
tice in the morning and again during the 
noon hour. To be successful on an exam or 
school project one has to study above and 
beyond the classroom, including evenings 
and weekends. This is true for anything 
worth doing in life. 

ROBERT LEOS: What level of support 

did Los Paisanos receive from the 

students and the surrounding com-

munities? 

CAPTAIN D: The support from the com-
munities speaks for itself. I guess readers 
will have to read the book to find out.  

ROBERT LEOS: You’ve had expe-

rience playing games with the Coastal 

Bend Aviators in Robstown, Texas. 

Did you find playing at that level dif-

ferent than playing with Los Paisa-

nos? 

CAPTAIN D: In high school there is one 
kid who stands out. In college baseball 
there are two or three among the teams. In 
professional baseball everyone stands out. 
That is the difference. 

ROBERT LEOS: What was your first 

organized baseball experience? 

CAPTAIN D: I played some semiprofes-
sional baseball at age 24. They told me that 
everything was paid for, including room 
and board, but there was no money in my 
pocket. A teammate had been the catcher 
for the Sinton Pirates—they won the state 
championship in 1992. We scored two runs 
that series. I hit a single and was on first 
base. He came up to bat and hit a two-run 
home run to score the only runs in our 21-2 
loss. We were playing the Seguin White Sox 
in Seguin, Texas. Every one of their players 
had pro baseball experience, some with the 
New York Yankees. That was my introduc-
tion to organized baseball. 

ROBERT LEOS: You have also written 

about the semi-professional team 

from the King Ranch, The Cowboys. 

How was that book conceived? 

CAPTAIN D: I wrote it as my master’s 

thesis because I had heard stories of a team 

that was real good and people would iden-

tify some of the players. Perhaps it was the 

utilities man, or the little league umpire, a 

youth baseball coach, or a public figure but 

they were always interesting and wonder-

ful tales of outstanding feats or games. So I 

began to research the King Ranch Cowboys 

semiprofessional baseball team and I 

couldn't stop. 

ROBERT LEOS: You recently donated 

some memorabilia from the days of 

Los Paisanos to the American Legion 
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in Kingsville. What were the items that were hardest to part with? 

CAPTAIN D: The hardest memorabilia to part with are always the baseballs. I donated a 
book, newspaper articles, pictures and two baseballs. One baseball was from the 2005 reunion 
of Los Paisanos held on the TAMUK campus. The other was the ball used for the ceremonial 
first pitch at a reunion honoring Los Paisanos before a game played at Nolan Ryan Field. 

ROBERT LEOS: How do you get your baseball fix these days?  

CAPTAIN D: One way I scratch my baseball itch is through umpiring. I just retired from 

playing competitive baseball in 2005. The whole time I played, I would umpire on the side for 

extra money. I often told myself that I wouldn’t do it once I could afford not to. Well, guess 

what? It’s twenty-three years later. I don't need the money, but I still love doing it. I also play 

in the annual alumni games for Kingsville and Bishop high schools. 

ROBERT LEOS: Any plans for additional research and writing? 

CAPTAIN D: I am working on a history of St. Martin’s Church in Kingsville, Texas. I've at-
tended the historical church and the Catholic church all my life. I want to write a book about 
this holy church because I feel that I do not do enough for the church. And, I am hoping for a 
“Get Out of Hell Free” pass! On a serious note, this is another institution where I feel a need to 
contribute because all it has to offer are positive things. It is true that I have been blessed all 
my life and now it is my turn to return the favor. I will write this book and all the proceeds will 
go to the church and its projects.  

M O R E  O N  C A P T A I N  D  

Kingsville native Donavan Lopez received a masterôs 
degree from Texas A&M University-Kingsville in 1998 
and a Mid-Management degree in Education in 2004. 
Donavan Lopez continued playing and coaching for 
many great local semipro teams and authored two 
books based on baseball in South Texas, The History 
of the King Ranch Cowboys Semiprofessional 
Baseball Team and The History of the Texas 
A&I University Los Paisanos Athletic Club, fea-
tured on this website. During the fall of 1991, when 
Texas A&I University reinstated the baseball program, 
Lopez worked out with the Javelina baseball team, but 
opted to leave the team to focus all his attention on 
graduating that spring. Donavan reached the highlight 
of his playing career in 1998 when he scored the sole 
run against the Triple A professional Los Broncos de 
Reynosa, Mexico, in an exhibition game played in 
Alice, Texas. In 2003, Donavan coached and played 
against the Double A professional Coastal Bend Avia-
tors, in exhibition games held in Alice at Zeke Mora 
field and Corpus Christi at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi Islander field. Lopez has three sons, 
Donavan Paul, Devin, and Dustin Lopez. Lopez is cur-
rently a UIL and NCAA sports official in basketball, 
volleyball and baseball.  
 

 

The Compromise is available at the 
Texas A&M University-Kingsville 
bookstore and the King Ranch Mu-
seum. Call 361-592-1012 for informa-
tion on this book as well as his book 
on the King Ranch Cowboys team or 
contact Donavan Lopez at  
mailto:lopezdonavan@sbcglobal.net. 
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.  .  .  A N D  M O R E  O N  “ B A S E  B A L L ”  

For more baseball history, go to Randy Mallory’s website for an interesting and fun video on base 

ball (yes, with two words). You can also see some amazing photography at the site. Here’s the link 

to the video: 
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άI got the idea to write it after I 
wrote my thesis, Practice! Practice! 
Practice!:The History of the King 
Ranch Cowboys Semi-professional 
Baseball Team. It was an interest-
ing story and one that I felt 
should be told. The way I look at 
it, the fact that I also expe-
rienced it was a plus.” 
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